




SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JANUARY 2017

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

 29 30 31

NEW YEAR’S DAY

MARTIN LUTHER  
KING JR DAY 

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

FEBRUARY 2017

    1 2 3 4

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

 26 27 28

VALENTINE’S DAY

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

MARCH 2017

    1 2 3 4

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

 26 27 28 29 30 31

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

  

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

APRIL 2017

       1 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

                    30

EASTER

  

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

MAY 2017

  1 2 3 4 5 6

 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

 28 29 30 31

MOTHER’S DAY

MEMORIAL DAY

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JUNE 2017

     1 2 3

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 25 26 27 28 29 30

FATHER’S DAY

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JULY 2017

       1 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29  

                  30                        31

INDEPENDENCE DAY

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

AUGUST 2017

   1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 27 28 29 30 31

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 2017

      1 2 

 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

LABOR DAY

PATRIOT DAY

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

OCTOBER 2017

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

 29 30 31 

COLUMBUS DAY

HALLOWEEN

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

NOVEMBER 2017

    1 2 3 4 

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 26 27 28 29 30

VETERANS DAY

THANKSGIVING DAY

FULL MOON





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DECEMBER 2017

      1 2

 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

                    31 CHRISTMAS

FULL MOON



Pennypack Creek rises from a multitude of springs bubbling up from underground water in Maple Glen and Horsham in Montgomery County, PA.  It 
ends its 23-mile journey at the Delaware River at Holmesburg in Northeast Philadelphia.   The Pennypack Creek Watershed covers 56 square miles.  
On the watershed map (below), the “official beginning” is at Welsh Rd about a mile below the intersection with Norristown Rd in Maple Glen 
(below right photo).  However, this section of the creek is dry most of the year.  The “unofficial” headwater of the Pennypack is considered to be a 
continuously running stream on the 125 acre Arbormeade Farm on Mann Rd off Welsh Rd (Jan #1).   An existing spring house on the farm goes back 
to the 1750s.  The stream feeding the spring house is constantly running and is therefore considered to be the “true source” of the Pennypack. 

  



Other maps show Pennypack Creek emanating from a large man-made pond on the property of College Settlement Camp on Witmer Rd in 
Horsham (Feb #2).  The lake is fed by a number of streams originating from springs in the fields off Welsh Rd, as well as from springs in the lake bed 
itself.   The pond was created by a dam or spillway in 1930s for recreational use, but is now also a critical control for water flow on the creek in the 
increasingly populated neighborhoods downstream. 

 As the creek continues downstream (the cover photo is at the Sawyers Way Bridge in Horsham), tributaries add to the volume of water and dense 
bedrock formations become more common.  More water and the ability to store it in sustainable ponds by damming the creek will provide the 
requirements for water powered mills.  One of the earliest mills was the 1715 Dungworth’s Gristmill, still standing today at the intersection of 
Horsham Rd and York Rd in Hatboro (March #3) and currently operating as a restaurant as it has for many years. 

The mills became more plentiful further downstream.  There were three mills in the vicinity of Shelmire’s Mill on the present 812 acre Pennypack 
Environmental Trust property near Edge Hill Rd and Huntingdon Rd.   All that is left now are remnants of the dam and mill pond above it (April #4).  
About 1.5 miles further down the creek is the ca 1746 Fetter’s Mill (originally the Morris Mill); still standing (May #5).  Fetter’s Mill Rd crosses the 
Pennypack on the oldest extant iron truss bridge open to traffic in Pennsylvania; built in 1883.  Next to the bridge is the original Alnwick Grove 
station house on the old Philadelphia-Newtown Railroad, which opened in 1878.  The old railroad tracks have recently been removed to make way 
for a bike and hiking path.  Many more mills could be seen 100 years on this stretch of Pennypack Creek around Welsh Rd and Huntingdon Pike.  All 
evidence of those mills is now gone. 

Further down the creek - and down the old Phila-Newtown RR - lies the 230 acre Lorimer Park in Abington.  The impressive cliffs and rock 
formations along the creek are well worth the visit (June #6).  The park was the bequest from George Lorimer, Editor-in-Chief of The Saturday 
Evening Post.  Adjacent to Lorimer Park, and just over the Philadelphia-Montgomery County line, is the 1300 acre Pennypack Park, which continues 
all the way to the Delaware River; about 10 miles.  The Pennypack Environmental Center on Verree Rd near Fox Chase is located on the site of what 
is believed to be the first mill on Pennypack Creek; the Morris Gwin Grist Mill, built ca 1686.  During the American Revolution (after being rebuilt), 
this was the Verree Mill.  The old mill pond (in a smaller footprint) has been essentially preserved (July #7). 

The Krewstown Road Bridge is about a mile further down the creek (Aug #8).  Built in 1805 (and reinforced with a concrete facing in the 1960s), it is 
the second oldest existing bridge on Pennypack Creek.  This area is probably the earliest English settlement on the Pennypack.  Welsh Baptists 
settled here in 1684.  Baptisms were performed in Pennypack Creek at the late 1680’s; Baptismal Rock is still a clear landmark just downstream 
from the bridge.  The Pennpack Baptist Church was founded here in 1688 and continues.  The 1805 meetinghouse still stands as its worship center 
¼ mile up Krewstown Rd from the creek.   

The place name Bustleton was apparently in existence in this area in the 1690s near where the Philadelphia-Newtown Road (today’s Bustleon Ave) 
forded the creek.  About ½ mile from there, in 1917, the Bensalem Avenue (renamed Roosevelt Boulevard in 1923) Bridge was built spanning the 
creek (Sept #9). 



The Welsh Road was first laid out in 1712 to connect Welsh farmers in Upper Dublin with the Pennypack mills at today’s Huntingdon Pike (also laid 
out in 1712 as the meetinghouse road connecting Byberry and Abington Friends Meetings).  The Welsh Road would eventually be comprised of 
other mill access roads and extended almost all the way to the Delaware River.  It crosses the Pennypack in Holmesburg with some impressive 
scenery (Oct #10).  This Welsh Road Bridge was built in the 1930s. 

About a mile further down the creek is the site of the “Pennypack Creek Bridge” (where Frankford Ave crosses), the Oldest Bridge in the New World 
(Nov #11).  Built in 1697, it still handles 17,000 vehicles daily.  (It was widened on the downstream side in 1893 to accommodate trolleys.)  A large 
grist mill was also built in 1697 about ¼ mile down from the bridge.  The Pennypack is tidal to just above the bridge.  Thus at high tide (about 4 feet 
of water), the mill was accessible to large boats travelling the Delaware River.  This area would become the village of Holmesburg. 

About a mile below the bridge is the mouth of Pennypack Creek, where it empties into the Delaware River (Dec #12).  The name “Pennypack” is 
derived from the Lenape, meaning “deep, dead water; water without much current; or lake land.”   It is reported that the Native American Lenape 
had a village here, probably on the upstream bank (to the left as you look out to the Delaware).  The opposite bank was the “lake land”.  William 
Penn and his Surveyor-General, Thomas Holme, called the creek Dublin Creek but the name never took.  It was almost always called by some 
variation of Pennypack.  The name Dublin was given to some villages and townships along creek and is still in use today. 

 

A brief note on infrared photography:   Infrared light is at the very low energy end of the magnetic spectrum (above about 1000 nanometers wave 
length).   Therefore it is considered useless for photosynthesis; green foliage reflects infrared light.  For humans, infrared light is not part of the 
visible light spectrum.  We don’t “see” infrared light.  But, if you set up a camera with the use of dark red filters to permit primarily only infrared 
light to reach the sensor (or film), you can see the effects of infrared light, particularly reflected from green foliage.  By manipulating/enhancing the 
digital file (or film) with a computer, the final photographic print can take on a life of its own. 

 

Happy 2017! 

 

Fred Moore 
fredmoore.net 
215-370-4626  


