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Pennypack Creek Head Waters - Maple Glen
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1715 Dungworth’s Mill - Hatboro
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Shelmire’s Mill Dam Remnants - Pennypack Trust
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Lorimer Park - Abington
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Pennypack Creek rises from a multitude of springs bubbling up fratarground water in Maple Glen and Horsham in Montgomery County, PA. It
ends its 23-mile journey at the Delaware River at Holmesburg in Natiikaladelphia. The Pennypack Creek Watershed covers 56 square miles.
On the watershed map (below), tHefficial beginning is at Welsh Rd about a mile below the intersection with NorristodinRMaple Glen

(below right photo). However, this section of the creek is dry mothefear. Théunofficial’ headwater of the Pennypack is considered to be a
continuously running stream on the 125 acre Arbormeade Farm on NRanoff Welsh Rdlan #). An existing spring house on the farm goes back
to the 1750s. The stream feeding the spring house is congtaurthing and is therefore considered to be threue sourcé of the Pennypack.



Other maps show Pennypack Creek emanating from a large man-made ponel property of College Settlement Camp on Witmer Rd in
Horsham iteb #3. The lake is fed by a number of streams originating from spnnde ifields off Welsh Rd, as well as from springs in the lake bed
itself. The pond was created by a dam or spillway in 1930sdogational use, but is now also a critical control forevdtow on the creek in the
increasingly populated neighborhoods downstream.

As the creek continues downstream (the cover photo is at the Sawlay Bridge in Horsham), tributaries add to the volume of waterdense
bedrock formations become more common. More water and the ability teestdn sustainable ponds by damming the creek will provide the
requirements for water powered mills. One of the earliest mills waslfihl5 Dungwortts Gristmill, still standing today at the intersection of
Horsham Rd and York Rd in Hatbdvta(ch #3 and currently operating as a restaurant as it has for many years.

The mills became more plentiful further downstream. There were timéks in the vicinity of Shelmite Mill on the present 812 acre Pennypack
Environmental Trust property near Edge Hill Rd and HuntingdonARdhat is left now are remnants of the dam and mill paitbve it April #4).
About 1.5 miles further down the creek is the ca 1746 F&stistill (originally the Morris Mill); still standinlylfy #9. Fettets Mill Rd crosses the
Pennypack on the oldest extant iron truss bridge open to trafflfannsylvania; built in 1883. Next to the bridge is the orightralvick Grove
station house on the old Philadelphia-Newtown Railroad, wh#med in 1878. The old railroad tracks have recently been remavethke way
for a bike and hiking path. Many more mills could be seeny®@@s on this stretch of Pennypack Creek around Welsh Rd and HuntingdorARike
evidence of those mills is now gone.

Further down the creek - and down the old Phila-Newtown RR H&830 acre Lorimer Park in Abington. The impressive cliffs and rock
formations along the creek are well worth the visitife #§. The park was the bequest from George Lorimer, Editor-in-ChldfeoSaturday

Evening Post. Adjacent to Lorimer Park, and just over the Philadelphiagtoaty County line, is the 1300 acre Pennypack Park, which continues
all the way to the Delaware River; about 10 miles. The Pennypack Envir@Genter on Verree Rd near Fox Chase is located on the site of what
is believed to be the first mill on Pennypack Creek; the Morris @wnst Mill, built ca 1686. During the American Revolution (after beibgilt),

this was the Verree Mill. The old mill pond (in a smadletgrint) has been essentially preserveuilfy #7.

The Krewstown Road Bridge is about a mile further down the dreek #9. Built in 1805 (and reinforced with a concrete facinthé1960s), it is
the second oldest existing bridge on Pennypack Creek. This area islpribieagarliest English settlement on the Pennypack. Welsh Baptists
settled here in 1684. Baptisms were performed in Pennypack Creek at the |&ts;188ptismal Rock is still a clear landmark just downstream
from the bridge. The Pennpack Baptist Church was founded here &alttBcontinues. The 1805 meetinghouse still stands as its \parshter
Y mile up Krewstown Rd from the creek.

The place name Bustleton was apparently in existence in this atba i690s near where the Philadelphia-Newtown Road (tzdBystleon Ave)
forded the creek. About %2 mile from there, in 1917, the Bensalem AvenusnfezhRoosevelt Boulevard in 1923) Bridge was built spanning the
creek Gept #9.



The Welsh Road was first laid out in 1712 to connect Welsh fariméhsper Dublin with the Pennypack mills at todaluntingdon Pike (also laid
out in 1712 as the meetinghouse road connecting Byberry and AbingtamdBrideetings). The Welsh Road would eventually be comprised of
other mill access roads and extended almost all the way to the Delawaee Ri crosses the Pennypack in Holmesburg with some impressive
scenery Qct #10. This Welsh Road Bridge was built in the 1930s.

About a mile further down the creek is the site of tHeennypack Creek Bridgévhere Frankford Ave crosses), the Oldest Bridge in the New World
(Nov #1). Builtin 1697, it still handles 17,000 vehicles daily. g widened on the downstream side in 1893 to accommodate trolleidarge

grist mill was also built in 1697 about ¥ mile down fromldhidge. The Pennypack is tidal to just above the bridge. Thuglatilie (about 4 feet

of water), the mill was accessible to large boats travelling the DelalRmer. This area would become the village of Holmesburg.

About a mile below the bridge is the mouth of Pennypack Creek, wherapties into the Delaware Rivebéc #1). The name “Pennypack” is
derived from the Lenape, meaning “deep, dead water; water without mucheat; or lake land’ It is reported that the Native American Lenape
had a village here, probably on the upstream bank (to the left adgak out to the Delaware). The opposite bank was“thke land. William
Penn and his Surveyor-General, Thomas Holme, called the creek Delelknb@t the name never took. It was almost always called by some
variation of Pennypack. The name Dublin was given to some villages and ijgsvalsimg creek and is still in use today.

A brief note on infrared photography Infrared light is at the very low energy end of the magnetic spectalbove about 1000 nanometers wave
length). Therefore it is considered useless for photosynthgmen foliage reflects infrared light. For humans, infrared lighbtpart of the
visible light spectrum. We ddri'se€ infrared light. But, if you set up a camera with the use of dedkfilters to permit primarily only infrared
light to reach the sensor (or film), you can see the effects of iafréight, particularly reflected from green foliage. By manipulatingéeding the
digital file (or film) with a computer, the final photograplpiint can take on a life of its own.

Happy 2017!

Fred Moore
fredmoore.net
215-370-4626



